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URBANIZAT[ON, DEVELOPMENT
AND SUSTAINABI LITY

i*R.-\THEl'TKEIIA, B.

soyear MUA Soctology

l;_u; National College, Basavanagudi
Renealur,

ABSTRACT

The relationship between urbanization and development has been a major concern
o Demagraphers, Sociologists and Environmentalists. The process of development
especially in Bengaluru, has accelerated, which has created issues of .fmnsing:
infrastructure and governance. When we talk about the issues concerning policy and
e public, it can be said that there is little or no coordination between the various stake-

Jiolders. Lack of coordination can result in disasters and managing it will be a herculean
k. as evidenced recently in Bengalurn.

This paper is based on a study in Puttenahalli, Bengaluru, where a few houses
vere demolished. This study is of importance to demonstrate how a short-sighted policy
or a lack of coordination between the various stake-holders can create problems of
rreparable damage causing threat to life and property. This paper is based on primary
il secandary data.

Veviwords : Stake-holders(the public, policy makers, reality developers): Displacement:
Development.

; - ; b = ) e
- Stake-holder is a person who has an interest 1n or investment in something and
who is impacted by or cares about how it turns out.

here they

. . s fore ave the place w
- Displacement: the situation where people are forced to leave the plac
normally live. .
_, gnvaly evaluated process of
Development: is a far reaching, conlinuous prd stV Ve B !LT- [:t_ Lun*-'w
social, economic and political change which involves the totality < N
; L .
experience.

[NTRODUCTION

Ip us 1o understand a theory.
of a certain 1ssue will he

[he theoretical significance
Any research is bound to he o adls ot
nd facts in relation to the understanding

Uderlying factors that relate theory and facts
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o _ > he theory that urbang,. by

put forth the theor) RLLEA T
lopment. On the contrary, there qre

Some Developmentalists have
mdustrialization are the Key rools ﬂw.‘dc\’t‘ 1, who argue
E.F.Schumacher. Escobar, :_\Iuhnm‘ttli {mml'tjl. T:'“ ':h;Iuw is more sustaimable fop
the social fabric ofa society, and development fron Ly,
like India, than coming from above.

Schumacher said that the gran objective of the Sevatae Vo ul L 5 0Ny

o ic followers was the total reconstruction of society. Thi, .
by Gandhi and pursued by his followers was the It andisaciobe: | e
that village would become the basic unit of politics, economy an “kfﬂ““}:' i such gy,
sericulture would remain the basic industry but other srrmlI sl{:nlu village industric
the most modern technology. where it did not cnnI'Ilc'E w”.h Ihlllﬂil" Hﬂtftlh woull |
developed. Schumacher regretted that the quemment of India in the Pi"hlt.-lﬂd'-‘[‘lmlui !
reriod did not pay much heed to the Gandhian dream and sought to develop India
modern. industrialised nation state. Despite the fact that ﬂlmﬂs{ 807 of the ,I ndian peo i,
lived in the villages, no proper attention was given to improving the quality of lif.
creating emplovment opportunities in rural areas. As a result, Fherle wasa latrgc mieraiy,
oT people in search of employment from rural areas to cities. Big f:lty-b&s:en_l mc!ulsirn_-\ q
mass production methods destroyed the productive capacity of the rural inhabitan.
robbed them of their means of livelihood, Schumacher said, “‘once the paddy grownini .
village was hand pounded in the village itself and consumed by the villagers, the surmii=
peing sent to the nearest town or area where there was a shortage. Now, all the puld
crown 1s taken by improved means of transport to the rice mills in a large city where 11 ¢
pounded and sent back to the villages infected with all kinds of diseases. The villi:
workers have lost their jobs and the net result remains the same, if not worse. What ou
70 have been done is to introduce improved paddy threshing equipment in the 1!/
self. Unless we put all the able-bodied young men and women to productive use in L
villages. 1t would not be possible to pull India out of the massive poverty in which il
wselt,” Gandhi had once said, “if we tap all our resources, [ am quite sure, we can s’ -

rich, which we were | suppose at one time, We can repeat the phenomenon if we protic
occupy the idle hours of the millions™,

Olhigy, |
that development g lipy S
atlh

il tm

Recent studies by Sociologists and Developme
that development will have no meaning if we do
economic factors into consideration for developme
the public. policy-makers and reality developers.

ntalists have emphasized on ts
ot take cognizance of the various >
nt, particularly the stake-holders ra

Bengaluru was woken up by

a demolit] ve as the Bruhat Benadlt”
MahanagaraPalike(tBBMP) realized that mary ﬂ:i:::L’:ﬂ:i:':r‘*:m{;'l th L ‘Bm h!:l ';E;{Fl.m'
were sitting on the water bodies | ra:ilukﬁuluves o s arstad e i
likecongestion, drainage issues and lruﬂic. IS8
of Bengaluru like Rajarajeshwarinagar, Vidy

: oty ] s
cand this created Ty pm.?l l .
i The sl : L s
a, th ljf.']-nﬂ!l“ﬂﬂ ﬁccuﬁed 111 ﬂﬂ\ﬂ't]}' di
aranyapura, Banaswadi, Puttenahalii, o1

-
-
R
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The pace at which urrban Bengaluru was developing, gave a hand to the reality

developers- Urbamzatmn‘ industrialization and cconomic opportunities brought a large
umber OF MIETan(s that attracted the reality developers to provide housing facilitis. The
pruhat Bengaluru MahanagaraPalike(BBPMP) also joined hands by giving sanction for

{he houses. The public also, to Some extent, were rewarded by developing new areas but,
'+ also submerged the water bodies, creating a mess

Once this issue was taken up by the media on water clogging due to rain, the question

or issue of concern was to solve the problem. The answer or solution that was given was-

(e demalition of houses. As aresult, some of the areas, particularly the lower middle class
.nd poor people had to face the brunt of demolition.

Now, the study based on factual data shows that there was no coordination between
ihe stake-holders, resulting in threat to life and property. This can be summarized by
snalvzing the responses of the major stake-holders namely the public.

(hjectives :
1) Tounderstand the problems faced by the residents,
2)  To know their socio-economic background ,

3)  To know how they responded to the demolition.

Vethodology :

This paper is based on both primary and secondary data. Secondary data is used to
ichlight and analyse the issues raised by the stake-holders. Primary data was collected to

ipport the fundamental issues that were raised in the secondary data.

'had used case-study research strategy and had employed interview method in order to
"ain responses. In the month of November.2016, I had been to Puttenahalli, where 2

nuniber ufh:}'uscs wWere demf}liﬂhﬂd. | SlUdiE‘d 5 SUCh fﬂmlllﬂﬂ-.

Major findings :

- Most of the respondents gaid that they are basically from rural areas.

- All the respondents had received a nofic
2-5 days.

e and they had to vacate the place in just

( of them lived in the outhouse(i.e, the house behnd

e of them moved 10
1e. where they are currently staymg.

Soan after the demolifion, 1 their relatives’ house.
the main/front house) and som

: . e s dot
- After sometime, reconstruction Was ¢

d that they have heen facing financial problems,

Majority of them reporte
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of the demolition is that the respondents shocke, o
f

- The major impact or cffect

mentally affected,

- They also said that they never received any support or help from the Bryg,.,

Benaglury Mahanagara Palike.

Most of the respondents belong to lower middle class and poor familie;,

Conclusion ;

This shows that any developmental program Fnj' Hustaiqahlixr}r, must look intg v,
issues, particularly the concerns of the stake-holders for susramabFe. dcveIrﬂpmunl and urh,,
planning. The rich people are less likely to be affected by demolition drives hﬂfﬁauct i
of them have the required money,power and influence that helps them escape from iy, 7+
poor people will usually face the ill effects of demolition. We l‘lﬂEfi to understand 1.
development does not always mean increase in the number of sbopping malls, buildin,
houses, etc... Before giving much emphasis on such things, it 1s necessary 1o look iy,
problems related to basic needs such as unavailability of food for all, lack of drinic;,
water facilities. lack of proper roads, poor electricity supply etc., People from urban 4
migrate 1o rural areas with the hope of leading a better life. But, due to lack o i .
Lnowledge and information regarding the sites allotted to them, they become vicr .
such incidents and they become homeless for a long duration. This intum leads t 1.
economic burden, psychological pressure, stress, etc.,
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